11 March 2009
Network 10 News: Q150 Steam Train ticket call/author Nick Earls, a writer aboard the train
Newsreader Georgina Lewis: The steam trains travelling Queensland for the 150th birthday celebrations are quickly filling up. But many of the seats are being booked by interstate and international steam train buffs and Queenslanders could miss out. 
Mark Suleau: He who hesitates is lost. She too when it comes to the Q150 steam train making six trips to 30 communities across the State this year. Organisers are worried too many locals are waiting while dedicated steam addicts snap up the spots.  Queensland author Nick Earls reckons that’d be a blunder.
Nick Earls: It’s only going to be happening a few times this year and after that, that’s it. So don’t hold back.

Mark Suleau: Earls will be one of a group of writers heading west for workshops for regional communities.

Nick Earls: One of the messages that I want to get across is that you can be a writer and live anywhere. I think there are closet authors anywhere.

Mark Suleau: He was part of a writers’ train journey in 1990. But the Q150 train will be steam. The perfume of burning coal. The gently rocking rattle of steel wheels. The romance of vintage carriages and countryside whistling by.

Nick Earls: There’s something really nostalgic about a steam train. It kind of harkens back to a time that we sort of see in seapier tones. 

Mark Suleau: Four different locos will pull 100 year old carriages, the Yank for example brought here during the war and 1089, a $1 million restoration. The volunteers who maintain the history want you to know their passion.

Tim Solomon: It developed Queensland like no other technology did.

Stan Moore: Once it gets into your blood, the pleasure that you receive, it’s there for life.

Mark Suleau: The Q150 train starts in April. For bookings call 1800 753 150. Mark Suleau, Ten News. 
