18 August 2009
Network 10 News, Q150 Steam Train in Chinchilla 

Georgina Lewis (Network 10 Anchor): The Q150 Steam Train is drawing crowds on the Darling Downs, stopping at Chinchilla tonight and onto Roma tomorrow. And there among the cattle properties and oil fields a growing business based on a wild fruit is turning heads too. 
Mark Suleau (Network 10 Reporter): Small with a powerful punch, the desert lime, a wild growing native citrus, is a real environmental fighter. 

Jock Douglas (Farmer): They’ll grow in salty country, they’ll grow in immense heat, they can take frost, and they protect themselves against anything that wants to eat them.

Mark Suleau: For generations bushies have picked wild desert limes for chutneys, jams or cordials. Because of their intense flavour. The Douglas family turned them into an enterprise. Mina started small, selling recipes at weekend markets straight out of the farm kitchen. Then…
Mina Douglas: We got this export order from the UK for ten thousand jars. I said to Jock I’m not making ten thousand jars for anybody.
Mark Suleau: The family decided right there the potential was too big for one grower, so they began producing commercial trees for other farmers. In the wild the bush has thorns all over it when it is small but as it grows taller than a big kangaroo, it loses those thorns and Jock has been able to get cuttings from that. Jock turned from grazier to grafter.

Jock Douglas: Horticulture is first now I think, bigger money in her now.
Mark Suleau: It’s not a boutique business anymore, their company, Australian Desert Limes, is negotiating more export orders in eastern Europe. 

Jock Douglas: And I think we are going to see some of the major players in the beverage industry using it as a flavouring.

Mark Suleau: An ugly prickly bush, a small wild fruit and a vision. Now there’s a success story. Mark Suleau, Ten News. 

